






LEAGUE OF WOME 


U. N. Technical Assistance 

HE House Appropriations Committee is now con- 

sidering whether and to what extent the United 
States will contribute to this year’s United Nations 
technical assistance program. Congress last year for- 
bade the President to make any pledge to the U. N. 
program until funds were appropriated for the pur- 
pose, and then adjourned without making any such 
appropriation. As a result, last November, at a regu- 
lar Technical Assistance Pledging Conference, the 
U. N. received $13 million from 60 other governments 
for its 1955 program, but nothing from the United 
States. (In the preceding year the United States 
contributed $13.9 million, or 55 per cent of a total 
$25 million program.) 

Early in this session of Congress the President sent 
to the Hill a request for a supplemental appropriation 
including $8 million to cover a U. 8S. contribution 
to the first half of this year’s U. N. program. Now 
it is rumored that the House Appropriations Commit- 
tee will recommend only #4 million. Senate action 
is expected to be more favorable, but this is uncertain. 
While the U. N. program has been able to continue 
to date with funds from other countries, it will be 
seriously disrupted in several months without U. S. 
financial support. Final congressional action on this 
supplemental request is expected by the first of April. 

By mid-April, appropriation requests for fiscal 1956 
will be ready. They will include provision for future 
U. N. technical assistance and other aid programs. De- 
tails have not been made public but the budget is re- 
ported to contain $18 million to cover (1) the second 
half of this year’s contribution to the U. N. program, 
and (2) an appropriation for our pledge to a 1956 pro- 
gram. If Congress acts favorably on the supplemental 
request for $8 million for the first half of the 1955 pro- 
gram, and on the 18 months’ appropriation for the sec- 
ond half of 1955 and all of 1956, real progress will be 
made toward stabilizing our support of the U. N. tech- 
nical assistance program. 


Senate Study 


A Subcommittee of the Senate Foreign Relations 
Committee on technical assistance and related pro- 





NOW IS THE TIME to let your Representative and 
Senators know your views on the importance of con- 
tinuing U. S. participation in the U. N. technical assist- 
— program and on related economic development 
plans. 
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grams was appointed last fall. Chaired by Senator 
Mansfield (D., Mont.), it recently completed two- 
and-a-half weeks of public hearings. Committee wit- 
nesses covered U. N. and U. S. technical assistance 
programs; their relation to economic and military aid; 
their administration, particularly after the Foreign 
Operations Administration expires next June 30; and 
the participation of private agencies such as founda- 
tions, business groups, universities, and churches in 
existing programs. A final report by the Subecommit- 
tee is not due until next January. Members of the 
Committee seem friendly to both the U. 8. and U.N. 
programs, and some have indicated belief that both 
should be enlarged. 


Future Aid Programs 


The nature and final size of our next year’s non- 
military, foreign aid program have yet to be detailed 
by the President. In his January budget message 
the following general figures were given for fiscal 
1956: $1.5 billion for defense support and development 
assistance, technical cooperation, refugee and other 
aid. This compares with $1.075 billion for fiseal 1955 
and $1.241 billion for fiscal 1954. Clarification of 
Administration plans will come when the new appro- 





Some Figures from the Proposed Federal Budget 


Total Proposed Budget..................<- $58 642,000,000 
U. S. Contribution to U. N. Technical 
Aid Program (estimated)------------- $ 12,000,000 


Mutual Security Program: as, 
Non-Military Aid (includes UNTA 


0 EE eee $ 1,500,000,000 
ere $ 3,675,000,000 
Department of Defense__---------------- $34,000 000,000 











priation bills are ready for congressional presentation 
in mid-April. The President, Secretary Dulles, and 
Mr. Stassen have shown an interest in the develop- 
ment of bigger programs, particularly for less devel- 
oped countries in Asia. Fast-moving events in this 
area have been accompanied by statements about the 
desirability of creating regional responsibility for 
cooperative planning and financing of development 
programs. 
Development Funds 


The aid question now most debated relates to alter- 
nate means of financing economic development proj- 
(Continued on page 2) 
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* CONGRESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT x 


TRADE: Senate Finance Committee hearings on H. R. 1 * 
will continue through March 18. This bill, passed by the 
House Feb. 18, would extend the President’s authority to 
enter into trade agreements and authorize him to make 
gradual reductions in some tariff rates. A group of 17 
Senators have proposed an amendment which would place 
quota limitations on the importation of residual fuel oil, 
and say that if the Committee takes no action they will 
carry this proposal to the floor. Other amendments pro- 
viding protection for special groups are also being sent 
to the Committee. H. R. 3108, introduced by Rep. Elliott 
(D., Ala)., and eight other identical House bills propose 
quota limitations on imports of residual fuel oil. All referred 
to House Ways and Means Committee. 

S. 777, introduced by Sen. Capehart (R., Ind.), would 
authorize the Tariff Commission to adjust import duties 
to provide protection from foreign imports for the domestic 
glassware industry. Referred to Senate Finance Committee. 
H. R. 3245, sponsored by Rep. Bray (R., Ind.), is an 
identical bill ‘and was sent to the House Ways and Means 
Committee. 

S. 751, introduced by Senators Humphrey (D., Minn.) 
and Kennedy (D., Mass.), provides for federal assistance 
to communities, industries, business enterprises, and individ- 
uals to ease adjustments made necessary by the trade poli- 
cies of the United States. Referred to the Senate Finance 
Committee. (See Feb. 1 Narionat Vorer for House bills.) 


BUY AMERICAN: H. R. 728, introduced by Rep. 
Smith (D., Miss.), and H. R. 1792, introduced by Rep. 
Frelinghuysen (R., N. J.), would permit the President 
to suspend some provisions of the Buy American Act if a 
foreign country does not discriminate in favor of its own 
nationals as against U. S. nationals in purchase of supplies 
for public use. Referred to the House Committee on 
Public Works. 


COMMISSION ON GOVERNMENT SECURITY: Hear- 
ings on S. J. Res. 21, sponsored by Sen. Humphrey (D., 
Minn.), which would create a Commission on Government 
Security, began March 8 before a Subcommittee of the 
Senate Government Operations Committee. The proposed 
Commission would conduct a bipartisan study of the gov- 
ernment’s over-all security system. 


CODES OF PROCEDURE FOR COMMITTEE HEAR- 
INGS: House Rules Committee reported, March 8, H. Res. 
151 to amend the House Rules to provide a code of fair 
procedures for House Committees. The bill would rule out 
one-man hearings; witnesses would be given prior notice 
of scope of inquiry and would have right to counsel; third 
persons would have opportunity to defend themselves. No 
enforcement provisions. Early House action is expected. 
SINGLE APPROPRIATION BILL: S. Con. Res. 15, 
introduced by Sen. Byrd (D., Va.) and 46 other Senators, 
would consolidate appropriations for each fiscal year in one 
general bill. Referred to Senate Rules and Administration 
Committee. 


ITEM VETO: S. J. Res. 52, introduced by Sen. Byrd 
(D., Va.), proposes a constitutional amendment allowing 
Congress to give the President authority by statute to veto 
some items in appropriation bills. Referred to Senate Ju- 
diciary Committee. 

H. J. Res. 55, introduced by Rep. Keating (R., N. Y.), 
and H. J. Res. 238, introduced by Rep. Bennett (D., Fla.), 
propose a constitutional amendment granting the President 
direct authority to veto items in general appropriations. 


* Indicates League support 





Where Will You Be at 4, 4/3? 
Listening, we hope, to NBC’s radio program 
“Week-end.” If you tune in at 4:00 p.m. (EST) 
on Sunday, April 3, you'll hear the League’s five- 
minute spot on this program. 








FOREIGN AID ISSUES—Cont’d 


ects abroad. The problems of whether development 
funds should be made available from public or private 
sources, and whether they should be in the form of 
grants or loans, are involved. The Administration 
has stated a preference for the maximum use of 
private resources. The latest U. S. move to this end 
has been the announcement that we will support the 
proposed subsidiary of the International Bank, a $100 
million International Finance Corporation. This 
Corporation would make loans to private industries 
in less developed countries. It would be financed 
initially by sale of securities to private investors as 
well as by government purchases. The United States 
has indicated that it will subscribe $35 million for 
the Corporation’s establishment and the President’s 
proposed budget provides for this sum. 

While the International Finance Corporation is 
generally accepted as a desirable new agency, it can- 
not meet some basic needs of underdeveloped coun- 
tries. This is reflected in the continued push by many 
members of the U. N. in behalf of the proposed Special 
U. N. Fund for Economie Development. SUNFED, 
to be financed at the start by voluntary contributions 
of member countries of about $250 million, would 
make low-cost loans or grants for basic capital devel- 
opment projects—such as roads, ports, schools, hos- 
pitals—where bankable interest-bearing loans may 
not be possible. 

This is the kind of fund that President Eisenhower 
has stated the United States would support when 
armaments can be reduced. Many private groups 


are prepared to back a SUNFED now regardless of 
continuing armament costs, as a necessary and modest 
deterrent to the causes of increasing world tensions. 





INDEX 


Vol. IV, Nos. 7 through 16 
(September 15, 1954, through March 15, 1955) 


ATOMIC ENERGY: Shape of the Future, 11/15 

CONGRESSIONAL SPOTLIGHT: 2/1, 2/15, 3/1, 3/15 

CONGRESSIONAL TESTIMONY: 9/15, 2/1, 2/15 

D. C. HOME RULE: The Disenfranchised, 10,15; Congressional testi- 
mony, 2/15 

ECONOMIC STATISTICS: How Do You Know? 1/15 

EDUCATION: Rooms Wanted, 3/1 

FOREIGN AID: Technical Aid, 10/15; Foreign Aid Issues, 3/15 

FREEDOM AGENDA: Liberty Under Law, 10/15; The Pamphlet’s the 
Thing, 12/15; Regional Conferences, 2/1 

INDIVIDUAL LIBERTY: Tyranny or Law? 2/1 (Also see FREEDOM 
AGENDA) 

IN MEMORIAM: Mrs. John H. Thompson, Louise Griffith, 9/15 

— SECURITY: Congress Tightens Internal Security Laws, 

15 


— FINANCE CORPORATION: Foreign Aid Issues, 


LEAGUE: Polling Place, American Style, 12/15; National Council to 
Meet, 2/15; Proposed Budget, 3/1. From the President’s Desk: 9/15 
(In Memoriam) ; 10/15 (Item II, and Finance Review) ; 1/1 (Fear, 
Faith, Reason) ; 3/1 (Proposed Budget). Voters Service: Thumbnails 
on Nonpartisanship, 9/15, 10/15, 11/15 

TRADE: Congressional testimony on GATT, 9/15; on Trade Agreements 
Act, 2/1. Know Your Trade, 11/15; Words or Action? 1/1; Trade 
Battle Shapes Up, 1/15 

TREATIES: Monroe Doctrine in Asia, 2/15 

UNITED NATIONS: Simple but not Easy, . id Na S. Delegation, 9/15; 
Technical Aid, 10/15, 3/15; Day at U.N., 

INDEX, THE NATIONAL VOTER: 1/1 hry 7/1/52, 1/15/58, 7/1/53, 
2/15/54, 8/31/54, 3/15/55 





THE NATIONAL VOTER 


Vol. IV MARCH 15, 1955 No. 16 





Published monthly by the League of Women Voters of the 
U. S., with additional issues in February, March, April and May. 
1026 eo hae N. W., Washington 6, D. C. 

JOHN G. LEE, President 
DOROTHY FELKER GIRTON, Editor 
Entered as second-class matter, April 9, 1951, at the Post Office, 
Washington, D. C., under the act of March 3, 1879. 
Subscriptions: $1.00 per year. 











PRESS OF JUDD & DETWEILER, INC 





